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Pre-visit information for Groups: Lindisfarne Castle


Welcome to Lindisfarne Castle

Lindisfarne Castle is situated on Holy Island, a tidal island off the coast of north Northumberland.
The causeway road linking the island to the mainland is covered twice a day by the sea. It is essential that you check the causeway safe crossing times before you visit. Make sure you have time to travel safely on and off the island.

Follow the link below to view causeway opening times:

https://holyislandcrossingtimes.northumberland.gov.uk

Castle opening on 28th February 2026

Visiting the castle
As the castle is a small building, with only ten rooms and two outdoor areas within the walls, it can get crowded quickly.
You will be a given a time slot in your confirmation email, please ensure you arrive within this time slot as it enables us to safely control our visitor numbers. If you do not arrive in this time slot you are not guaranteed entry. 

Discover Lindisfarne Castle in 2026
Step inside one of Holy Island’s most iconic landmarks and uncover its journey from a Tudor fort to an Edwardian retreat. This year, the castle is furnished once more, with pieces from the collection helping to tell the stories of those who shaped it.
The transformation of Lindisfarne Castle was nothing short of groundbreaking. Under the eye of celebrated architect Edwin Lutyens, the stark fort was reimagined into a stylish home for Edward Hudson, founder of Country Life magazine. Lutyens’ design blended rugged stone with elegant interiors, creating a retreat that felt both timeless and modern. Here, Hudson entertained artists, writers, and aristocrats with lavish dinners and romantic escapades, all against the backdrop of sweeping sea views, seals on the shore, and the wild beauty of Holy Island.
The experience recreates that sense of escape—but with a thought-provoking twist. Beneath the elegance lies a darker undercurrent of over-indulgence and unsustainability, a metaphor for our own fragile relationship with nature.


Please check our website for more details and regular updates: https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lindisfarne-castle


Accessibility
Please be aware of uneven surfaces throughout your visit and wear appropriate footwear. You can find our full accessibility statement on our website – link below…

lindisfarne-castle-access-statement-2024.pdf

Limited mobility and wheelchair access
For visitors who have limited mobility or require the use of a wheelchair please note the castle is not accessible with a wheelchair and those with limited mobility may wish to exercise caution as the castle is built on several storeys, and these are accessible only by uneven stone steps. Visitors with limited mobility or wheelchair users could visit the Gertrude Jekyll Garden free of charge or can enjoy the stunning views from the top of the castle ramp. If you have more specific enquiries around access, please call 01289 389 244 before your visit. 

Parking
The castle is located 1 mile from the village, where parking is available but is owned by the local council and charges apply. Unfortunately, there is no parking at the castle itself. 

Walking to the castle
Walking from the car park to the castle is approx. 1 mile and is clearly sign posted; much of the route follows tarmac roads and footpaths. Access to the castle field is through either wooden `kissing` gates or staff vehicle gate - there are often sheep grazing in the field, so please make sure that this gate is closed after you! From here there is a cobbled road which goes uphill to the admission point. After admission there is a cobbled ramp followed by a flight of stone steps to the ground floor. 

Bus service
Please note historically a local taxi firm used to run a shuttle bus service on the island. This is not part of the National Trust, and we have been advised that this shuttle bus will not be available this year.

Toilets
Limited toilet facilities inside the castle are for visitors to the castle only. There are public facilities in the village coach park.  We highly recommend that you make use of these public facilities and do not rely on the castle toilets being available.



Route to Castle
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